DESCRIPTION OF THE IFAO-GREC UNICODE FONT
[update: 2022]

This font is first of all a Greek and Coptic font which contains the most important critical
and diacritical signs, and the sigla and symbols used in editing papyrological and epigraphical
texts, as well as Greek texts of specialized content such as mathematics, astronomy, magic,
music, and poetry.

The font is naturally compatible with other Greek fonts in standard Unicode format (Main
Plane 0) and tries to be as compatible as possible with e.g. NewAthenaUnicode in the Private
Use Area (PUA) and the new Plane 1 area. But it offers several possibilities that do not exist
in other fonts. The font is designed to harmonise with Times New Roman, in both style and
dimensions. It includes a bold version.

It was conceived by Jean-Luc Fournet, and the Unicode version is the work of Ralph
Hancock. Adam Biilow-Jacobsen helped in various ways.

IFAO-Grec Unicode is issued free of all rights.

Since no font is perfect or complete, please notify Jean-Luc Fournet (jean-
luc.fournet@college-de-france.fr) of any errors or omissions so that we can correct them in

future versions. If you have problems to install or use this font, please contact Ralph Hancock
(hancock@dircon.co.uk).

Below you will find a brief presentation of the possibilities offered by IFAO-Grec Unicode
in Greek and Coptic, especially in the PUA. Characters are designated by their Unicode
number, e.g. ‘0353’, ‘E504°, or ‘1F00’ [New signs in the 2022 version compared to the
previous version are put in red]

The official area, Main Plane 0.

1) 0300-0385: mostly diacritics, both normally spaced and zero-width (combining).

Accents, breathings, iota subscript, diaeresis, macron and/or breve already exist in
combination with letters (1F00 sqq. and EAF3 sqq.), but can also be typed separately after the
letters as combining marks from this series or the series ESO1-ES0B in the PUA. Note that
some combinations which are a priori impossible in ‘good’ Greek have been added in the
PUA, such as § £ £ £ &, etc., 60 0 6 0, etc. (E1BO sqq.).

Note:

— iota subscript @ (0345).

— Dot under a letter o (0323/E54E; see also in the Private Use Area, § 13 : E7B0-E7B3,
four underdots diversely positioned to fit the letters according to their shape). For a low dot
without a letter, ., ESCE. For an asterisk without a letter, a, , ., ESEE. For a dot under a
Coptic letter, use E798.

— single or double overline: a 1a (0305), a 10 (033F); see also the PUA equivalents o 10
(E52D), a w (E52E).



2) 0385-03FF: basic Greek letters as well as some supplementary signs in Greek and Coptic.
Note lunate sigma c C.

3) 1F00-1FFE: the standard ‘Greek Extended’ supplement for classical Greek: letters
combined with accents, breathings, iota subscript, diaeresis, macron and/or breve.

4) 200C-2AS5A: a group of signs that are only partially relevant to Greek. Note:

— a series of punctuation marks (2056-208E): -: = w0 D r 3 1i0

— a series of arrows (2190-2199) where, in addition to — | « 1, you will also find <>
(2194-2195) and ~ N\ (2197-2198) which are useful in editions of ostraca to show the
direction of the writing in relation to the direction of wheel marks.

— a series of editorial diacritics (2308-231F): r1, ,—~ 7 (4; 27E6-27EB: [ ] () ).

To mark interlinear additions (“afy”), use 2E0OC-2EOD or E624-E623 in the PUA.

— a series of metrical symbols 23D1-23D9 (~ = =, etc.). These and others are also found in
the PUA at E700-E712.

5) 2C80-301B: Coptic letters (except for those without Greek equivalents, which are at 03E2-
03EF), and various Coptic sigla.

6) 2E00-2E0D: sigla for editions of the New Testament.

7) 2EOE-2E17: various marginal signs (=
in the PUA in different shapes.

% 2 ¢ > 2), some of which are found also

—_— — —=

The Private Use Area

1) A complete series of zero-width combining diacritics (0501-057B):

— accents and breathings, =~ NS e (E501-E50B).

You will also find alternative forms of the circumflex, a & (ESOD, ESOE); diaeresis with
accents and/or breathings, ~ AR ) e (E510-E50B).

— macron (), breve (7) and combinations of the two () + diaeresis + breathings/accents
(E520-E57B).

— various, e.g.,

« overlining: a 1 (E52D); o 1 (E52E); same as the standard overline a 1o (0305), and
double overline, o 10 (033F);

 combining dot over letter : & (E54D);

* oblique stroke to mark thousands: g (E56D; as well as ,a E622).

2) A complete series of the same diacritics (alone or in combination) not combining but
spaced normally for use on their own (E581- ESFB).

3) A series of sigla, monograms, abbreviation signs and other sigla habitually found in papyri.
They are sometimes grouped according to their values, but most often according to their



shape. ESFD-E6A7: [AA L L L\ (dadb2d( ¢t q4YST TAcTSN22. "1 /(S
SS)IIN33SS TSSOV L EXTERELLGCERSFFRNI|I/MTTTEder ik
L—=vrTooarkkl8BARAANAA O R XX v AL ENY v o]
PAd QA AP EZP R R g ANEXAFVRMIPE AL S+ P x % x x + 7,
E727-E72F: R X x it €) B R re i

[Some of these signs are found in other shapes at 10175-1018A. Others are found passim in
the font. Different shapes of crosses are found elsewhere: % (2627), & (2CE9), { (2CES8)].

4) Some combining signs: o (E6AA), fi (E6AB), b 6 6 6 (E6GAC-E6AF), Iol (E6B1) and Il
(E6B0) for broader letters; 0 (E6B2); the mark for thousands, a or A (E6B3); &, 0 or o
(E6B4-E6B6), 5, &, 6 (E71C-E71D); 7 (E715); _and __ as abbreviation markers (mpox,
Aaumpp) (E6B9, E6BA); o (E6BE); a crossing oblique stroke\ (§) (E6BD) and / (¢) (E6BF).

5) [ and ] to mark lacuna in overlined words (E6BB-E6BC): e.g., mpav[px]pp; short brackets
[ ] that allow to mark the diereses, accents or overlines that come out of a gap (E7A8-E7A9):

eg, 1, 1.

6) Some ancient letter forms mostly for the use of epigraphists and palaeographers (E6CO-

E6DB): AAABRuESOBOOUKNZE=OCOn0Oe¥ %L ¥ LW W. [Other forms are found

elsewhere.] There follow various fillers and separators » » # & :i| (E6DF-E6ES5) [See also -
W TEN () (2056-208E); || (EC3B)].

7) Various ancient forms of breathings and accents (E6F0-E6FD): = = = = = * ° 7 7

" " % (e.g. 0, d). Also: v (E6FE, not combining).

8) A series of metrical signs, E700-E712, that repeats and completes 23D1-23D9: « « - = <
== xx¢z2oauw’ "3 [See also| (E6ES), | (2225), || (EC3B). For macron and breve
combined with letters, cf. E5S20-E57B].

9) Various combining signs covering two or more letters: am (E716), ag (E717 = 035C), ag
(E719 = 0361), avt or ¢_t (E71A), avt or a@ t (E71B).

10) Various marginal signs E720-E724, E736-E738): % > x X =+ > — — . [Signs of the
same kind are also found in the main part of the font, e.g. O € D (03FD-03FF); = _ _ _ «
2« > (2EOE-2E16)].

11) Symbols belonging to astronomy and magic: E730-E734 m C ) 4 A. [Related signs are
also found elsewhere, e.g. © @ & 3 (2609, 2640-2643)].

12) Supplements to the Coptic font:
— letters with diaeresis, supplementary letters, monograms, marginal signs and epact
numbers: [T Y Y sCcWD9WoXxsynoctc yc—~dwwoee3bdlbly
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— diacritics and editorial signs: diaeresis and simple high or low point: v, v, Y, ¥ (E78E-
E78F, E796-E797), acute, grave or circumflex ‘accents’ N, N, N (E793-E795), dot under letter
N (E798), oblique stroke under letter n (E799), various types of overlining (E790-E792,
E79A-E79B): long (N; Mn), double (N; MN), short (n), left or right (N, N), which lets you
make a short line over several letters (MN,MNN).

You will also find a series of combining brackets to indicate lacunae that only concern
overlining and diaereses (E79C-E7A7): ~ ~ — =~~~ 777
following: N, MN, N, MN, MN, Y. This series can also be used with Greek: ka, v, 1, 1, etc.

, which allows the

13) Additional combining underdots (E7B0-E7B3): the normal combining underdot
(0323/E54E) may not be ideally positioned under certain characters (especially some capitale
letters or large symbols) with some word processors. In these case, you are invited to use one
of these four underdots diversely positioned to fit the letters according to their shape: —,
etc.

The Plane 1 area

1) Acrophonic numbers (10102-10174):
xS (FMEFNEAARHIFXEEARIHEXMEMIPBPF . SCCZMPIX
AMD B NIERETEI-TIIE FHY Y It

2) Additional sigla (10175-1018A):
209N § —=(FFLKIFo~=[ ;T
Most of these are also found in slightly different shapes in the PUA (E600-E6A7).

3) Musical notation (1D200-1D245):
O>XXo<A3bUPNMWV XN MNHZ7FVIRVAXGALGE€a>EWHHAR L W3

— 4w

FLIT—TeJOAS><A<>CIO/NTZ " AN n

Samples of text in [IFAO-Grec Unicode (with Word)

* Papyrological text:

— T2 [Aé8]ok(e) Kopviihioc dikavtivéov i(d) Biktwp Canaz
(Umep) dMpociwv 0yddnc vdi(ktiovoc) kep(dtia) 800 fipucy (kat) (brep) dvo(patoc)
Atdckopoc Anor[Ad]toc di(a) (tod) (avtod) kep(dtia) Rucv [ ] “tétaptov,
yi(verar) (kepdtior) yd” {(vyd). t [O1] évd[0]&(dtator) iMA(obctpion) mhyapy(or)

5 [81(c) éuo]d Aav[tJAA ctou(yel). Dap(povdr) is ivdyktiovoc) n +

18e8]ox & L Bwtdpoc 2y wykep Ssyovo 3L Awckdpov ¥ Skep 4Ty L eyd[o]EE A
wayapy)X) S CTor)Qapisavy.



* Literary text:

/ \ ~ ¢ / ~ \ ’ 2 \ \ / S W \ \
Hopoaminciog o€ th epunvelg ypdvTol Kol Tavteg Actovol Kol HOAMOT ~lowveg kol ToAVG
bl ~ b \ / \ ¢ / ~ \ / 4 /
evtedBev aplBpog PrlocdemV T Kol PnTop®V moTobTal TOV A0Yov, 00TIS KataAoyilesOat

/ Y \ \ \ p) ~ 4 b ~ ’ ~ ~ ~ ’ e
BovAort av. Kat moAAn yap €viedBev GuVTEAEL avOpP@OY GTOVAUI®Y TG YOPDd THS COPlaS MG
b ~ / ~ ’ \ 4 ¢ /4 \ e \ ) ’ ’ \
aANO®G yEyove: TAGAV TOLOELOY Kol PIAOCOPOLS OLPECELS KOl PNTOPIKOGS EMOEIEELS UL Kot

\ / \ /4 9 bl ~ ’ b ~ b \ \ \ \ /
TOAVG TOVOG KoL 100G OVK €V Kap® TAvTos amoplfuetcbor dAla pnv Kot 0 HETPlOV

pvnodfval, d6&eiev av O¢ ToLG AALOVE TEPLPPOVODVTOC.

[J.-L. Fournet (translation : A. Biilow-Jacobsen)]



